Bomb Scare 
Empties All 
D.C. Schools 

By Lawrence Feinberg 

' . Washington Post Staff Writer^ 

All 190 public schools in 
Washington were evacuated 
Eor 35 minutes, yesterday af- 
ternoon after school officials 
received more than a dozen 
telephone bomb threats. 

“There were so ipany 
threats, that . we just couldn’t 
ignore them,” : said acting Su- 
perintendent : Benjamin J. . 
Henley, who ordered the evac- , 
uation. “We’re dealing with • 
the lives of children.” 

There' were no explosions ■ 
and apparently no bombs had .; 
been planted, officials^ said. . 
Virtually all students returned ; 
to classes afterwards. ■ < 

In the morning, groups of 
Negro teen-agers and ; young 
adults visited at least five of 
the city’s 11 regular high 
schools, urging a student boy- 
cott in honor of Ralph E. 
Featherstone, the 30-year-old 
black militant who was killed 
by an explosion in an automo- 
| bile Monday night near Bel 
| Air, Md. " v f 
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Featherstone was a close as- 
sociate of H. Rap Brown, who 
faces trial in Bel Air of incit- 
ing to riot , and arson stem- 
ming from an incident in Caiii- 
: bridge, Md., in 1967: ;; 

(Officials said attendance J at 
all Washington schools was 
normal yesterday. Spot-checks 
by reporters confirmed official 
assertions that there were no 
walkouts, although a few high 
school students appeared to be 
mixed in with the crowd of 
- about 500 at a mid-morning 
memorial service for Feather- 
stone at D.C. Teachers Col- 
■ lege. ' 

/(Classes -at the Teachers Col- 
, lege and at Howard University 
Were held as usual. However, 
federal City College, Wash- 
. ipgton’s other niostly-black 
- college, was closed. • 

A memo on the door of one 
City College building said 
Fgatherstone’s death “has pro- 
duced a time of mourning.” /! 
IjBut students and teachers/ 
interyiewed. at schools in sev- 
eral parts of the city, indi- 


cated that there was little no- 
tice taken of Featherstone’s 
death. -/-v ’.v 

Principals were told by cen- 
tral office administrators that 
the citywide v evacuation :of 
schools was. a -“fire drill,” ap- 
parently to avoid spreading 
panic. ■ 

While students were outside 
school buildings from 1:45 : 
p.m. to 2:20 p.m., many played - 
basketball and, in the elemen- 
tary schools, game's of tag and 
kickball. • 

“The fact is that 99 per cent 
of our kids do in fact want to 
go to school, and do in fact 
want to . learn,” School Board 
President Anita F. Allen com- ■ 
mented later. 

“It’s possible that only one 
or two or. a handful of people 
made /these calls,” she said. 
“But the whole" city should be 
proud Of the 99 per cent of the 
kids’ vitho did not walk out 
early and who went back to 
classes when they were told 

tOi” - - 

The bomb threats appeared' 
to center, around the 13 


schools west of Rock Creek 
Park, the only ones in the city 
with substantial white enroll- 
ments. However, officials said 
some threats received at 
school administration head- 
quarters ;werg general — just 
“a bomb is going to go off at 
a school”: — and others were 
directed at all-black schools 
in Anacostia and Far North- 
east Washington. 

A few! scnools — including 
Deal Junior High at Fort 
Drive and Nebraska Avenue 
NW — were evacuated for 
bomb searches in the morning. 

But, Henley said, “the 
threats seemed to be focusing 
on 2:05 p.m., and rather than 
take a chance we decided to 
have all of, the schools cleared 
then.” 

■ Only a few schools were 
searched . for bombs during 
the evacuation. However, a 
search was made at the school 
administration building, 415 
12th St. NW, which was cleared 
for about 90 minutes. 

. Officials- said both male and 
female callers made the tele- 


phone threats and that some 
sounded young and some like 
adults. 

No political statements ac- 
companied the threats, police 
said. 

The mimeographed leaflets 
passed out at high schools yes- 
terday carried the exhorta- 
tion: > 

“Aggression is the order of 
the day! ! Disruption is the 
order of the day!! The same 
crackers who miseducate us 
are the same crackers who 
killed and murdered our 
brothers!! Close the schoos and 
takevcare' of business!!” 

The same - leaflets were 
passed out on Thursday at 
McKinley, Roosevelt, Wilson, 
Coolidge and Spingam high 
schools, according to Vincent 
Reed, the school system’s, di- 
rector ’of safety. 

At McKinley, about three- 
quarters of the students walked 
out of a memorial assembly 
for Featherstone on Thursday 
while friends of the dead black 
white speaches. 

militant gave vitriolic anti- 



